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I've 
THINKING 
ABOUT 
ITAUU 
PAY... 

oHf'AtfD 
WHO'S# 

H6AD DO., 
you 

you ARR 
-rouatiHo? 





















































































IT WAS A 
REALLY NICE 
MOMENT OF 
SUSPENSE. 


I CAN'T 
BELIEVE I 
RAN INTO 
SOMEONE 
FROM 
WORK. 




WHAT'RE YA 
GETTIN' ALL] 
WORKEP j 
UP ABOUT I 
PER NO fl 
REASON/ |l 


WHAT'SH 

YER 

PROBLEM 

p/ 


YOU'RE (V 
THE ONEX! 
GETTING u 
WORKEP ) 
UP FOR NO 
REASON. 


STUPIP 

GROWN- 

i ups/ 


FIRST 

PRINK 
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IT'S 

FUN. 
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THAKllC VOO S>o 
ma for eettims 
me u-se voor 

CHAPTERS IK) , 
My MAWGAl 1 i b&k 
ADPED A EOT<f“ 

More coeor'i^L 
THE AERIE'S/ AMd§| 
HAD A EOT OF FUMj 
dimwiMg THEM^ 
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'CpY 

THAMl^you, fHAM* - ?^ 

THAMK yot^FoR^ElM^ -So 
tA6REEAg>EE/ I REA«7 
|EM.)oyED THE AMlME, TOO/ 
KIRI6IRI-SAM AMD MoMOKUMA 
ARE My VERy FAVORITE'S- 

WHEM IIMAGIME ICIRIGIRI- 
€>AM gfcAlDIKlG HER oWM 
HAIR, I EOS>E IT CHA 
HA). 

1 I S.|KlCEREEy rtAy 
FOR THERE To &E 
I MORE AMD MORE 
DAMgAMRoMpA 
(SAME'S IM THE 
FUTURE. 

yoi 6AK0HHA 
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OOH/ 



wow/ 


you 

GOT 

THAT 

RIGHT/ 


seep 

PRerry 

GOOP 

LOCATION, 

RIGHT? 


IT'S 

AMAZING. 

































































































































SOME¬ 

HOW, 

JUST 

WATCH¬ 

ING 

HER 


...IS 

MAKING 
I ME 
1 BLUSH. 
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] WELL., 
JUST 
TAKE IT 
J EASY 
~\ UNTIL- 
PINNER. 


WHEE- 

EW. 


KINDA 

TIRED. 


f/m/' MV/rA 


I GOT 
SOME 
GOOD 
PICTURES 
TOOAY 


KATAURA- 
I SAN. 


mm 


pferti) 

bioceM's 


OH... 
HAYAMA- 
SAN. 
ARE YOU 
OKAYP 


HAVING 

so 

MUCH 

FUN. 



















































fngn 

GET A SOLID IDEA 


First, she decides what direction she wants to take the costume 
in. The selection of fabric and colors, and the form the costume 
takes will change depending on if, for example, she wants 
to emphasize the cartoonish nature of the character and 
deliberately use flashy colors for the costume, or if she decides 
to pursue a more realistic look, as if the character existed in 
real life. Nagisa opts for the former, and draws a pattern (the 
template for the life-sized costume) accordingly. 





































































YOU'RE 
NOT THE 
ONLY ONE 
WITH SOME- 
\ THING TO 
* PROTECT 
URURU- 
SAN/ 


PON'T 
TRY TO 
STOP 
MB// 


HNGH 


WHY 

vo we 

HAVE 

TO 

FIGHT?/ 


KUSU 

KUSU... 

we only 

WANT TO 
PROTeCT 
what we 
Love/ 


IT'S 

WRONG.. 

AND 

THAT'S 

WHY... 


CAN'T 

U£T 

YOU 

BSAT 

MB// 


PBUTA/ 


















































































ATTACK 

n 


LOOK AT ALL 
THE WORK 
THEV PUT INTO 
THE ACTION 
SEQUENCES... 
ANO IT'S A 
MORNING 
, SHOW.f"l 


they 

TAKE THE 
NAME"MO£ 
OF THE NORTH 
STAR* ANP 
RUN WITH 
IT. 


THIS IS 
WHERE 
IT STARTS 
TO GET 
REAL-UY 
EXCITING, 
ISN'T IT? 


CHIRP 


AAAALL 
RIGHT, 
LET'S 
JUST 
WATCH 
IT ALL/ 



1 

1 

7 

EVERy- 
1 Bopy 
GET 

L up!! 


i... 

i FOR- 
GOT. 

t 

w 

1 SET.. \ 

L 

‘k Sk 

jBb 


HUE 


1 7 

m 
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you 

ARE SO 
SERIOUS 
I WAS 
JOKING. 


WHOA, 

YOU'RE 

RIGHT. 


I 

FOR¬ 

GOT 
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vii see 
you AT WORK 
TOMORROW. 


i Hope 

we can Be 

FRieNPS 

THeRe, 

TOO. 


ms 
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BIGGEST ANIME EUENT OPENS ITS DOORS! 

AFTER LAST YEAR'S BIG TURNOUT, THE EUENT IS 
EXPANDED TO CODER THREE DAYS THIS YEAR! 



tU LAST YEAR'S EUENT 


WHAT 
DO 
THEY 
EVEN 
DO AT 
THESE 
EVENTSP 













































WHOA.' 


IS 1 
THAT...P 


















The ability to find fabric that is inexpensive and closely 
resembles a cosplayer's idea of the original art is an important 
skill. The layer visits the many fabric stores and 100 yen shops 
(akin to dollar stores) in Tokyo neighborhoods like Tokyo, 
Nippori, etc., to gather materials. At times when she absolutely 
cannot compromise, she will pour more money into the 
project. The more expensive fabrics can cost thousands of yen 
per meter ($10, $20, $30 a yard). 
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BUT 
NOW 
I SEE 
YOU IN A 
WHOLE 
NEW 
LIGHT/ 


you WERE 
ALWAYS 
SO HARO TO 
APPROACH 
BEFORE. 


I REALLY 
HOPE YOU'LL 
SHOW ME MORE 
PICTURES 
SOMETIME/ 


ITH/rsm 


DON'T 

LIKE 

TH/S. 









THAT 

KIND 

OF... 









































































































































































































THAT 

HAS TO BE 
HAYAMA, 
RIGHT? 


THIS IS... 
you KNOW. 
THAT ANIME 
THEY PLAY 
IN THE 
v MORNING. 


.'RIGHT 

! 4vmagi£ 

/ ] RURU/ ] 


MY NIECE ' 
MAPE'ME 
WATCH IT, 
WITH HER 
.-ONCE. 


HOW 

EMBAR¬ 

RASSING/ 


WHOA. 


IT'S 

A KIPS' 
SHOW/ 



















AND 
THIS IS 
THE WOMAN 
WHO'S 
AUWAYS 
NITPICKING 
EVERYTHING 
THE TEMPS 
PO. 


STIUU 
I CAN'T 
BEUIEVE 
SHE 
POES 
THAT/ 


HIGH 

ANP 

MIGHTY 

NOW. 


OH YEAH/ ] 
WASN'T 
SHE NAGGING 1 
YOU JUST THE 
OTHER PAY, 
KATAURA- 
L SANP 


NO 

KIPPING. 


SHE'S SO 
ANNOYING/ 
BUT... 


YOU 
CAN'T 
JUPGE 
A BOOK 
BY ITS 
COVER. 
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SBBEi 

DRESS & HOODED CAPE 





Nagisa sews her costumes together with a machine and by 
hand. She puts the pattern on the fabric and uses chalk 
tracing paper (a tool used for marking fabric, like carbon 
paper) to copy the shape onto the cloth. She cuts carefully, 
sews the pieces together, and adds trim. When a costume calls 
for special trim, she will knit it herself. She uses lightweight 
interfacing to make the hood's ears stand up on their own. 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WE'RE 
NOT POING 
ANYTHING 
WRONG. 


HUH? | 


OH/ 

WHAT 

AM 


WHAT 


f WAIT, 

IHAYAMA- 
| SAN/ 


/thank 

you. 


THANK 

you 

FOR 

BRINGING 
ME MY 

pursb, 

BUT... 

I WANT 
TO GO j 
HOME. / 
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Unlike human hair, wigs do not contain keratin (protein), so 
it's harder to get them to keep their shape by applying heat. A 
layer must repeat the process of "pinning it in place, warming 
it up, cooling it off, and shaping it" to get close to her ideal 
style. Furthermore, a normal comb will cause static electricity, 
so a layer must use a metal comb. 
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I'M 

GOING 
TO RESIGN 
FROM THE 
COMPANY 


KATAURA- : 
SAN. r\ 



























NOT... 

AFTER 

WHAT 

HAP¬ 

PENED 


I THOUGHT 
I SHOULD LET 
YOU KNOW, 
KATAURA- 
SAN. 


BECAUSE 
YOU WERE THE 
ONLY PERSON 
AT WORK... 
WHO UNDER¬ 
STANDS. 


WHAT 

ABOUT.. 
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MAYBE... 

























































































































































































































AT HOME 
EVERY 
PAY, 


POING 
THE SAME 
THINGS 
OVER ANP 
OVER. 


you 

CAN'T 
T£LL 
HOW 
TO INB 
MY UfB! 


OF 

COURSE... 

I KNEW YOU 
WOULPN'T 
UNPER- 
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V 


































...AFTER 
SHE 
THREW 
ALL HER 
DREAMS 
AWAY 
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The layer sorts materials according to parts. She seeks out 
material that is lightweight and will easily take the shape 
of the weapon. It's also important to consider how it will be 
transported, and to design it so it can be taken apart. For 
this weapon, the handle is wood and MDF (medium-density 


fiberboard) and the blade is PVC foam board. It is colored with 
silver paint and aluminum tape. 



























ALL 

OF THOSE 
PRESSES, 
NOTHING BUT 
A LOVELY 
PILE OF 
ASH. 


YEAH. 


x avl'-T* 
gasHTU-yJ 


OKAY 

LET'S 

GO 

HOME. 


YEAH. 





























































you GOT 
ANOTHER 
HOMEMAPE 
LUNCH/ 
KATAURA- 
KUN? 


THAT'S 
BEEN 
GOING 
ON FOR 
WEEKS. 


PIPN'T 
THINK 
YOUR 
WIFE WAS 
THAT 
BIG ON 
COOK¬ 
ING. 




V 


M? /fej 

f) 


w 

[yf 


gL 

■Kl 

jpjj J' 
























.WELL. 


I'M 

HOME. 


WEL¬ 

COME 

BACK. 


SHO- 

CHAN. 



























WHAT'S 
WRONGP 
SIT DOWN. 


IT'-S I 
-TIME 
DllJlJ&R- 


ffKmct 


THE 

APART¬ 

MENT'S 

AWFULLY 

CLEAN 

TODAY- 


WELL, 

I CLEANED 
ONE SPOT 
AND THEN I 
COULDN'T 
STOP. 


Zft v 


$is> 
























































tivnviM 



THAT 

WAS 

peucious. 


•6PARK^ ! 


HUHP 


YOU'RE 
THROW¬ 
ING 
. THEM 
\ OUT? 


' ARE 
THESE... 
PHOTO 
AUBUMS 



ISI 

jjO 

V OH, 

\ THAT'S 

m 

OO 

^ r— 


OKAY. 

IT/ 
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LOOK AT 
THAT SKY, 
SAWA- 
CHANZ 
IT'S 
CRAZY 
BLUB/ 


NNGH 


THAT'S 

OKAY. 


LET'S 
GO 
FOR A 
WALK/ 


I'M 

GONNA 
STAY IN 


SAWA- 

CHAN. 

























VO 

you LIKE 
SPENPING 
TIME WITH 
MEP 


HUHP 


WHY 

WOULPN'T 

IP 























Y£AH... 

SORRY 


I'M 

GOING 
FOR A 
WALK. 












































COMPLETE!! 









AFTER 
SAWA-CHAN 
LOST WHAT 
WAS MOST 
IMPORTANT 
TO HER... 


I'M 

HOME/ 


GOOP 

MORNING, 

SAWA- 

CHAN. 


Q 


l SAWA- 
K CHAN/I 

1 BROUGHT 

■ you 


■ SOME- 



■ THING/ \ 












































SAWA- 
CHAN, I 
RENTEO A 
VIPEO. 


LET'S 
WATCH IT 
TOGETHER. 


THAT'S 

OKAY. 


THE 

CHORES 
GOT DONE 
EVERYDAY 
WITHOUT 
FAIL. 






























OKAY 




SO 
WHAT 
AMI 
GOING 
TO OOP 


BRING 

HER 

BACKP 



























































































































































































J 






























































































































































































ASK 

your 

...WHY SHE MOTHER 
WAS SO 
PESPERATE 
TO STOP 

you. 


I 

WANT 

you 

TO ASK 
HER. 
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THAtilC6, To AU- Of yoUR 6>VrF0RTj 

pre-semtimg 

Mouom rvio. 

i got heep fRobA A u>r of rforir., 
AMlME, b/\o\l\&Sj GAMES, AMD MD^SIC. 

I'U- WORK HARD £>M THE MEXT V^EUME, 
TOO. THAMlC YOU MfRy MUCH. 


“SAKVMA 


THE HOMO'S 
PAGES ARE 
MEXT. COUL-D 
£>ME Of yoUR 
IHC READ 
THEM AU-, I 
Mo MDER. 
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ARE you 
REAPy TO 
GIVE ME A 
BUN NOWP 


5 

' 

PF— 

2KS S 

MAKE WHAT'RE 
BREAP y OU 

0S0F POKIN' 
you, AT '' 

TOO?/ 

u 







































































Magical Riding 
Hood Ururu ^ 


IS® 


mm 








CHARACTER DESIGN COLLECTION 


Now presenting the new character Hayama cosplayed 
in n.8, Ruruu, in the supplement edition!! 


Older sister of world 

once went on a l ourne j\ , But one 

The reason for th ^ lFrie ndster|, 

herP ° remains a mystery. 

.COMMENTS 

block- 0 | |in (or a «”■* 


j 








Cospedia 

[ GLOSSARY OF COSPLAY TERMS ] 

^ Sup e rvi s °r: WH _ 


► Page 6 

High skin to fabric ratio 

Some layers like to cosplay characters that 
show a lot of skin. But many events have rules 
about skin exposure (such as a requirement 
to wear a bodysuit or flesh-colored tights), 
and it is necessary to abide by those rules. 
Some events station a staff member in front of 
the changing room to make sure cosplayers 
aren't showing too much skin. 



n .7 

► Page 4 
Carrying Case 

A must-have for any layer. She 
packs her costume, makeup, etc. 
inside it for easy carrying. Impor¬ 
tant points to keep in mind when 
selecting one include, "Can I also 
use it as a makeup stand?" and 
"Can I pack long things (props 
like long weapons) in it?" Devel¬ 
opment is progressing on carrying 
cases designed to meet layers' 



Japanese websites that provide in¬ 
formation on cosplay trips, such as 
www.costabi.com. 

n.8 

► Page 23 

One banana 

Nagisa is on a type of fruit diet in 
which she replaces one of her three 
daily meals (usually breakfast) with 
a banana and room temperature 
water. Many cosplayers who seek 
perfection as Nagisa does are on 
some kind of diet. When recruiting 


► Page 12 

"And when you get to be almost 30, 
a lot of people quit." 

According to the September 2014 issue of 
Cosplay Mode, the largest percentage of co¬ 
splayers are in their 20s (67%). Next are teen¬ 
agers at 16% and people in their 30s at 14%. 


► Page 18 

Location shoot 

In recent years, travel companies like H.I.S. 
will sponsor cosplay tours, and many layers 
go on trips lor the sole purpose of taking pic¬ 
tures. One popular destination is the cultural 
theme park, Edo Wonderland. There are also 



spurred the commercialization of anime 
songs, bringing us to the current state of 
anison today. In the 2013 Year End Song 
Festival, a special which features the most 
popular musical artists of the year, Linked 
Horizon's opening theme for Attack on 
Titan, "Crimson Bow and Arrow," was 
performed as the best-selling anime song 
of the year. 

Persona 4 

An RPG that was released by Atlus in July 
2008. It's a part of Persona, the spin-off 
series for the game series Shin Megami 


multiple layers for a group cosplay, more than 
a few recruiters list "plump layers need not ap¬ 
ply" in their criteria. 

► Page 26 

Short for "anime song." There's no rigid defi¬ 
nition, but the term generally refers to anime 
opening themes, ending themes, and insert 
songs. Currently, opinions are divided as to 
whether general compositions that have anime 
tie-ins count as anison or not. When the flexi 
disc (thin record) for the Astro Boy theme song 
went on sale in 1963, its massive popularity 
















displays hotels from all over Ja¬ 
pan, with pictures of their room 
interiors. 


► Page 30 

Pretty good location 

The best part about cosplay 
trips is that a layer can take 
epic pictures outside, that she 
couldn't normally get anywhere 
else. Many layers enjoy taking 
pictures surrounded by nature, 
such as in the mountains or at 



Tensei, released by the same developer. Known 
as P4 for short, its image color is yellow. An an- 
ime hit the air in October 2011, and in 2012, 
the game Persona 4: The Golden went on sale 
with new elements added. The newest game in 
the series, Persona 5, is scheduled to go on sale 
in North America in 2017. 

► Page 28 

Love Hotel 

More than a few hotels, general hotels included, 
will rent out space for photo shoots during non¬ 
peak times. A website dedicated to information 
on these hotels can be found at studiohotel.jp. It 



the beach (you need permission from the land owners or the 
municipality's administration bureau to do outdoor photo 
shoots, so be careful). 

► Page 36 

"Hold on while I change memory cards." 

Generally when taking pictures with a digital camera, most 
files will be in JPEG format. However, more than a few co¬ 
splay photographers use the RAW format. The reason for this 
is that RAWs hold more information than JPEGs, especially 
color information (which is ideal for adjusting the subtle col¬ 
ors of the sunset after taking the picture, for example). But the 
tricky thing is that the data usage on a camera changes de¬ 
pending on the maker, so RAWs will not always be compatible. 


world at the end of the century. Its 
dynamic fight scenes drew a lot of 
popularity, and it was made into an 
anime, movies, and video games. 

► Page 59 

The Biggest Anime Event 

There are various anime events 
held throughout the country, but 
of the biggest, AnimeJapan is the 
most famous. It started in 2014 as 
the newly combined Tokyo Inter¬ 
national Anime Fair and Anime 
Contents Expo, and has been held 
every March since. In its first year, 


cause its body to overheat and break 
down, so watch out for that. After the 
shoot, it may not be visible, but seawater 
will have gotten on the camera, so don't 
forget to perform proper maintenance. 

► Page 47 

"Fist of the North Star" 

A blockbuster manga that ran in Weekly 
Shonen Jump from 1983 to 1988, with 
story by Buronson, and art by Tetsuo 
Hara. It tells the story of Kenshiro, the 
heir to the Hokuto Shinken (North Star 
Divine fist) art of assassination, as he 
grows up in a post-nuclear apocalypse 


n.9 

► Page 44 

Sand in the lens 

The most important thing to watch out for 
when taking pictures on the beach is how 
to treat the camera. A camera's greatest 
enemy is sand, and when sand gets stuck in 
the lens, it becomes difficult to adjust the fo¬ 
cus. It is strictly against the rules to place the 
camera directly on the sand, but when car¬ 
rying it around, a layer can have peace of 
mind by placing it in a resealable food stor¬ 
age bag. Leaving the camera out in direct 
sunlight for a prolonged period of time can 


companies will set up displays and 
sell merchandise based on the cur¬ 
rent cours that started in January, 
the upcoming April cours, or newly- 
announced July cours anime titles. 

n.10 

► Page 73 

Cure 

A cosplay community site that 
boasts the world's largest collec¬ 
tion of cosplay photos. It opened in 
August of 2001, and has approxi- 


records show a total of 111,252 attend¬ 
ees and 143 exhibitors over the course 
of two days. 

"What do they even do at these 
events?" 

One cours (from the French for "course") 
of anime runs for three months, and 
there are four cours in a year (starting 
in January, April, July, and October). 
Much of the programming at anime 
events is controlled by these cours. For 
example, the above-mentioned Anime¬ 
Japan is held in March, so the various 


RfTe^LR^t'vI^R'S^Ic'tURNOUT, THf^EUENT IS 
EXPANDED TO C0UER THREE DAYS THIS YEAR! 
















n.12 

► Page 114 

"We can't figure out the settings 
on your camera!" 

With the evolution of the digital camera, 
it has become possible to buy a camera 
that is relatively inexpensive and high- 
performance. But the higher the perfor¬ 
mance, the more knowledge is required 
to take serious photos, as the number of 
setting options, such as exposure and 
resolution, increases. Many books have 
been published in Japan about 


► Page 79 

"Look what I found! Your Twitter 
account!" 

Twitter is an information-sharing service 
that allows its users to post 140-character 
messages and images. Most cosplayer 
accounts are locked so only specific users 
can view them (because if a layer is keep¬ 
ing her cosplay hobby a secret, unlock¬ 
ing it would increase the risk that some¬ 
one she knows will find out). But some 
users deliberately leave their accounts 
unlocked so more people can see them. 


mately one million members, over 
370 thousand of whom are layers 
(as of October 2014). It is currently 
managed by Cure, Inc., a subsidiary 
of Pixiv, Inc., which runs pixiv, a com¬ 
munity site for art and fiction. 

Archive 

Short for "Cosplayers' Archive." A 
social networking site for cosplayers 
that opened in July 2006, run by the 
limited company Fuwari. It has an 
active membership of 260 thousand, 
13.5 thousand of whom are layers (as 
of October 2014). 


Sewing machine 

There's a big difference between layers 
who make their costumes and layers 
who buy their costumes. In the Sep¬ 
tember 2014 issue of Cosplay Mode, 
37% of layers polled said they either 
always make their costumes, or prefer 
to, and for these people, it is absolutely 
necessary to be able to use a sewing 
machine. Many books have been pub¬ 
lished in Japan on how to use sewing 
machines specifically for cosplay cos¬ 


late 1990s, SLRs went digital, too, and in 
the 2000s, digital SLRs could be found all 
over the country. 

Mirrorless 

SLR cameras have a mirror installed in¬ 
side to prevent overexposing the film. 
But with a digital camera, the image ele¬ 
ments that would be overexposed in film 
will not be overexposed, no matter how 
much light hits them. By removing the 
mirror (making it mirrorless), the camera 
becomes smaller, making it possible to 
add functions that could not be included 
before (such as facial recognition). 


specialized techniques for taking co¬ 
splay photos. 

► Page 115 

SLR 

A single-lens reflex camera (SLR) 
was originally a type of film cam¬ 
era. Outside of Japan, progress was 
made in its practical application from 
the 1880s to the 1890s, but it wasn't 
until the 1950s that fierce competi¬ 
tion between camera makers made 
these cameras available for practical 
application inside Japan. When the 
digital camera was introduced in the 



n.13 

► Page 138 

Gothic Lolita 

A fashion genre. "Gothic" refers to articles that 
have an air of the macabre, of the strange, and 
the decadent. The word "lolita" is taken from the 
1955 novel Lolita by Vladimir Nabokov, and 
refers to the kind of fashion a young girl would 
like. With these two concepts combined, the term 
"gothic lolita" describes extravagant clothing that 
is often black and decorated with lace, ribbons, 
etc. There are several stores in Tokyo's Harajuku 
district that deal in gothic lolita fashion. 












COSPLAY 


As mentioned in volume 1, "Cosplay" is to dress up like a character 
from anime, manga, video games, etc., by imitating their cloth¬ 
ing and hairstyle. The word was coined in Japan, using the English 
words "costume play", as in to act something out (like a play) in 
costume, but the word "cosplay" as written in English is understood 
throughout the world. People who take part in cosplay are called 
cosplayers, or layers for short. 


PAGE n 

IZAKAYA 
DONTEN 

An izakayo is 
a Japanese- 
style pub 
or bar, that 
usually offers 
cheap beer 

and decent food (depending on where you go), often in the small- 
plates style. Its a typical place to go out for drinks with coworkers or 
friends after work. 
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CAN SNACKS COUNT AS BANANAS 

There's an old joke that comes from back when elementary school 
kids would go on field trips. There was a price limit on the snacks 
the children were allowed to bring, so the more poor kids wouldn't 
feel inferior to the rich kids. Bananas were always outside of the 

price range, but 
one smart aleck 
kid would always 
ask if they could 
bring them. Aya 
clearly remembers 
the joke, but she's 
too drunk to say it 
properly. 
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COFFEE WITH NO CREAP 


Creap is a brand 
of coffee creamer. 
The name is a 
shortened version 
of "creaming 
powder," because 
the creamer comes 
in a powdered 
form. They used 
to have a slogan 

which could be translated loosely as, "Coffee without Creap? What 
a terrible thing to consider." People have continued the slogan with 
things like, "Coffee without Creap? That's as terrible as a night 



A TRIP 
WITH NO 
AUCOHOU?/ 
THAT'S 
UIKE 

coffee 

WITH NO 
CREAP/ 












with no stars/' and other such unsatisfactory situations. Clearly the 
women in this series consider coffee without Creap to be as terrible 
as a road trip with no alcohol. 
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IZU 

The Izu peninsula is located 
southwest of Tokyo on the Pacific 
coast, and is well-known for its 
proximity to hot springs, Mount 
Fuji, and beautiful beaches. 
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SPACE BATTLESHIP 
YAMATO 

This anime, created in 
the 1 970s in Japan, is 
a cornerstone of classic 
science fiction anime, and 
was adapted and brought 
to the United States in the 
late 70s/early 80s as Star 
Blazers. 










Hayama 
has made 
her own 
version of a 
poem made 
famous by 
the retired 
wrestler, 
Antonio 
Inoki, but 

originally written by the Zen Buddhist monk, Ikkyu. The poem 
originally says, "Go forward without fear, then you will know [what 
lies at the end of your path]." 
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LISTEN TO THE 70s WITHOUT FEAR 


THE ANIME 
FROM THE 
70s IS THE 
CORNER- 
STONE FOR 
%o Ml THE 
ANIME WE 
HAVE 
TODAY/ 



1 


-to the 

7 O* 

WITHOUT 

FEAR. 




WHERE 
VO you 
BUY 

CUOTHES 

UIKE 

THISP 
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AKIBA 

Short for 
Akihabara, 
Akiba is famous 
for a few 
things, but most 
importantly 
it is known 


as an amme 

paradise. As such, it would be reasonable for those uninitiated 
in anime fandom to assume that it is where all specialized anime 
merchandise and apparel comes from. 
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WASH MYSELF FROM HEAD TO TOE 

In Japan, sometimes an antagonist will tell someone to wash their 
head and neck in preparation for the next time they meet. Back in 
the Warring States Era, the most common way for a soldier to die 
was by beheading, so the implication is that the speaker intends to 
cut off the other person's head and put it on display, and the victim 
is going to want it to look nice and pretty. The saying has carried 
over into modern Japanese, although the consequences of the next 
encounter with the speaker are less severe. Here, Aya is preparing 
for another encounter with her hero Nagi-san, and in her over¬ 
eagerness she misspeaks in more ways than one, saying that she 
will not only wash her head and neck (instead of clean her room), 
but her entire body. 

N 

I'll 

BF RFAPY/ 

I'll WASH 
MVSFUF 
FROM HEAP 
TO TOF/ 








PRGE139 

THIS CHICK 


This was the translators 7 way of conveying the different levels of 
politeness in Japanese pronouns. In Japanese, there are a few 
different ways to say "this/ 7 some specifically refer to people. 
Nagisa used /core, which is more often used to refer to inanimate 
objects, hence her father's annoyance. 
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HOW WILL RRGI5R COPE?! 



The new cosplayer Aya idolizes Nagisa. 
But she is blessed with youth and the natural 
talents of being little and cute. 


"She's racing forward with a speed 
I do not possess." 
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WHER RERLITy 15 THRUST IR HER FRCE. 














"The word 
heartwarming 
was made for 
manga like this. 
-Manga Book- 
| shelf 


commentary... delivers 
in its depth of char- 
i acter and emotional 
L strength." -Comics A 
Bulletin 


' ▼ very powerful 
story about being -| 
different and the con¬ 
sequences of childhood 
bullying... Read it." 

-Anime News 
ll> Network i I 


Shoya is a bully. When Shoko, a girl who can't hear, enters his ele¬ 
mentary school class, she becomes their favorite target, and Shoya 
and his friends goad each other into devising new tortures for her. 
But the children's cruelty goes too far. Shoko is forced to leave the 
school, and Shoya ends up shouldering all the blame. Six years lat¬ 
er, the two meet again. Can Shoya make up for his past mistakes, 
or is it too late? 

Available now in print and digitally! 


© Yoshitoki 


Oima/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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Mei Tachibana has no friends — and says she doesn’t need them! 

But everything changes when she accidentally roundhouse kicks the most 
popular boy in school! However, Yamato Kurosawa isn’t angry in the slightest— 
in fact, he thinks his ordinary life could use an unusual girl like Mei. But winning 
Mei’s trust will be a tough task. How long will she refuse to say, “I love you”? 

© Kanae Hazuki / Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 


Praise for the anime: 

“The show provides a pleasantlwindow 
on the highs and lows of ...young love with .. 
two young people who are.first timers at 
the real thing.” 

-The Fandom Post 

“Always it is smarter, more poetic, more 
touching, just^'plain better than you think 
it ? is going to be.” 





DON'T MISS THE MOST ACCLAIMED 
ACTION MANGA OF 2013! 



“Gripping doesn’t begin to describe Vinland Saga, 
5 stars.” —ICv 2 

“Deeply engrossing... If you have any interest at 
all in Vikings, the Medieval period, or pirates, this 
is not a series you want to miss.” 

—Anime News Network 


“The art is gorgeous, a combination of beautiful 
cartooning and realistic backgrounds. Yukimura 
is also a master of pacing, both in frenetic battle 
scenes and charged emotional moments.” 

—Faith Erin Hicks, Friends With Boys 

“For those who love Berserk, you’ll love this too... 
Worth the long wait.” 

—A Case Suitable for Treatment 

"It will be impossible to stop watching this story 
unfold.” —Japan Media Arts Awards jury 












Ichiro Inuyashiki is down on his luck. He looks much 

OLDER THAN HIS 58 YEARS, HIS CHILDREN DESPISE HIM, AND 
HIS WIFE THINKS HE’S A USELESS COWARD. So WHEN HE’S 
DIAGNOSED WITH STOMACH CANCER AND GIVEN THREE MONTHS 
TO LIVE, IT SEEMS THE ONLY ONE WHO’LL MISS HIM IS HIS DOG. 


Then a blinding light fills the sky, and the old man 

IS KILLED... ONLY TO WAKE UP LATER IN A BODY HE ALMOST 
RECOGNIZES AS HIS OWN. CAN IT BE THAT ICHIRO INUYASHIKI 
IS NO LONGER HUMAN? 



COMES IN EXTRA-LARGE EDITIONS WITH COLOR PAGES! 








of adapting Tanaka’s 


historical or epic fantasy 
will be quite pleased with 
the resulting book.” 
-Anime News Network 


ECBATANA IS BURNING/ 


THE HEROIC LEGEND OF 

ARSLAN 

READ THE NEW SERIES FROM THE CREATOR OF 
FULLMETAL ALCHEMIST, HIROMU ARAKAWA/ 
NOW A HIT TV SERIES/ 


Arslan is the young and curious prince of Pars who, despite his best efforts doesn t seem 
to have what it takes to be a proper king like his father. At the age of 14 , Arslan goes to 
his first battle and loses everything as the blood-soaked mist of war gives way to scorching 
flames, bringing him to face the demise of his once glorious kingdom. However, it is Arslan's 


destiny to be a ruler, and despite the trials that face him, he must now embark on a journey 


to reclaim his fallen kingdom. 


Available now in print and digitally! 

© Hiromu Arakawa/Yoshiki Tanaka/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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"Maria's brand of righteous 
justice, passion and plain talking 
make for one of the freshest 
manga series of 2015. I dare any 
other book to top it." 

—UK Anime Network ,, N 


PURITY AND 
POWER 

As a war to determine 
medieval France ravases the land, the witch 
Maria decides she will not stand idly by as 
men kill each other in the name of God and 
glory. Using her powerful magic, j>he summons 
various beasts and demons —even going as fa 
as using a succubus to seduce soldiers into sub¬ 
mission under the veil of night-all to stop 

needless slaughter. FHowever, after the Arch- ^ 
angel Michael puts an end to her meddling, he 
curses her to lose her powers if she ever gives 
up her virginity. Will she forgo the forbidden — 
fruit of adulthood in order to bring an end to 
the merciless machine of war? ’ 

Available now in print and digitally! 


©Mayasuki Ishikawa /Kodansha, Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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